This study aimed at determining the senior high school students' level of aspiration and level of readiness in pursuing college degree. It probed into whether there is a difference in the level of aspiration and level of readiness in pursuing college degree when grouped according to age, gender, average monthly family income and academic track. It also looked into the relationship between the respondents' level of aspiration and their level of readiness in pursuing college degree. This descriptive-correlational study involved 198 senior high school students of the University of Perpetual Help System Laguna, Binan Campus. Findings showed that majority of the respondents were young adult, female, with an average monthly family income of less than 30 thousand and belonged to STEM. The respondents showed very high level of aspiration and high level of readiness in pursuing college degree. Further, the female respondents who belonged to HUMSS had higher level of aspiration than the male respondents and those who belonged to HUMSS had higher level of readiness than those who belonged to aforesaid academic track. The respondents' aspiration was a strong predictor of their readiness in pursuing college degree.
nior high school students are confronted with deciding whether to pursue their college education or enter the workforce. The shift from high school to college is an adjustment that every student has to cope in their pursuit for college education. College provides a pathway for students to explore their interest, their socio-cultural experiences, and to build more promising career [1] . In recent years, individual's aspirations have received increased attention and their consequences for future-oriented behavior. Many students from different background are likely to develop high aspiration that is not related to their school performance [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] . Aspirations are sometimes expressed as desires or hopes and relatively stable beliefs [7] . It summarizes a subset of an individual's beliefs, preferences, and capacities relevant to one's future [8] [9] [10].
Khattab's study relates to the preset study, in the sense that examines how the aspirations, expectations and school achievement influence students' future educational behaviour [10] . The study shows that the higher the aspirations or expectations of the students, the higher their school achievement. Likewise, the study found out that the very significant predictor of future educational behavior among students is the combination of aspirations, expectation and school achievement.
Research shows that the economic payoff for having a college degree versus high school diploma is higher than ever [11] . Despite high increases in college enrolment for the past fifteen years, completion rates are still low [12] . Many students who are not ready for college-level courses are those students who are qualified and successfully enrolled in college. They struggle academically and personally and eventually drop out [13] . Some of them lack either the attitudes or capabilities vital to succeed and navigate college [14] . College readiness calls for a student to have a necessary mindset and disposition to succeed in college.
There have been various researches in determining college readiness. Nagaoka et al. (2013) , posited that in addition to academic knowledge, a variety of non-cognitive factors (set of behaviors, skills, attitudes, and strategies) are crucial to students' success in college education [15] . College readiness is importance to degree completion [16] . Being well prepared academically for college increases a student's probability of finishing a college degree. It decreases gaps in tenacity and degree completion among racial and family income groups. In order to ensure students' college readiness, Conley [17] [18] created four-part paradigm of college readiness: 1) cognitive strategies which are the forms of academic behavior leading to the enhancement of skills and capabilities essential for college work; 2) content knowledge pertains to the academic disciplines understanding that comprises English, Mathematics and Sciences; 3) academic behavior which requires the students to take their own responsibility for learning; and 4) contextual skills which include an understanding of choosing a college and how its operates as a system and a culture and financial aid programs.
Readiness in college necessitates an understanding of what it means to be "college ready". Earlier reviews of research on readiness in college focused indi- [21] .
Reference [22] stated that there must be well-defined indicators of college readiness and performance criterions to turn college aspirations in to college attainment. These criterions must be established at the performance level of senior high school students to have a greater possibility of acquiring access to college education. Considering these barriers, the present study aimed at determining the aspirations and readiness of senior high school students in pursuing college degree at the University of Perpetual Help System Laguna. Specifically, it looked into the respondents' profile in terms of age, gender, average monthly family income and academic track, the respondents' level of aspiration and level of readiness in pursuing college degree. Likewise it also determined how does the respondents' level of aspirations and level of readiness in pursuing college degree differ when grouped according to profile as well as how does the respondents' level of aspirations relate to their level of readiness in pursuing college degree.
This study was anchored on college choice theory which focused on elements associated to student's decisions to pursue college education such as college aspirations, as a college choice process early phase [23] . It is described as the process that students experienced in transitioning from high school to college.
Methods
The present study was conducted at the University of Perpetual Help System for the relationship problem.
Results and Discussion
As shown in Table 1 to HUMSS and only eleven (11) of the respondents belonged to GAS. The results imply that majority of the respondents were young adults, female, with an average monthly family income of 30,000 or less and under the academic track of STEM.
As reflected in Table 2 , the respondents had very high level of aspiration in pursuing college degree as evidenced by an overall weighted mean of 3.65. The respondents strongly agreed that they will do their best to achieve their goals; to do well in school to fulfill their dreams, and to finish college regardless of obstacles. Likewise the respondents were very positive and confident of their academic abilities and skills needed in college and wanted to explore new ideas. As a whole the respondents had clear aspiration of what they really wanted in pursuing college education. Reference [24] stated that if a student has a vision of what he wants for his future and the education he is receiving moves him toward that vision, he is strongly motivated to give his best effort and engage more fully in the learning process.
As gleaned in Table 3 , the respondents' level or readiness in pursuing college degree ranged from high to very high with an obtained weighted means of 3.19 to 3.66. The respondents strongly agreed that they had strong desire to be successful in college (x = 3.66); had an idea of what they wanted to do with their career (x = 3.63) and knew the importance of not giving up and sticking through difficult tasks (x = 3.51). In addition, the respondents agreed that they set clear achievement goals, self-disciplined, self-motivated and optimistic of their future; understood their academic strengths and had clear college goals. This implies that the respondents were ready to face the challenges of college education.
However, [21] said that many students are not ready for college-level courses based on national and local data. Almost 54 percent of high school graduates in Minnesota public colleges and universities and 53 percent from Saint Paul school district needed to take remedial courses [25] .
As seen in Table 4 , no difference was noted in the respondents' level of aspiration in pursuing college degree when grouped according to age and average monthly family income. The computed probability values of 0.217 and 0.700 respectively were bigger than the significance level of 0. the respondents' level of aspiration in pursuing college degree were the same regardless of their age and average monthly family income.
On the other hand, a difference was noted in the respondents' level of aspiration in pursuing college degree when grouped according to gender and academic track. The computed probability values of 0.10 and 0.024 were less than the significance level of 0.05. The results imply that female respondents and belonged to HUMSS had higher level of aspiration compared with their male counterpart and those belonged to other aforementioned academic track.
Further, [26] posited that students' academic aspirations were influenced by family, school and personal factors which include social support, academic self-concept and school environment perceptions.
As reflected in Table 5 , there was no significant difference in the respondents' level of readiness in pursuing college degree when grouped according to age, gender and average monthly family income. The computed probability values However, there was a significant difference in the respondents' level of readiness in pursuing college degree when grouped according to academic track. The computed probability value of 0.037 was smaller than the significance level of 0.05. This implies that based on their academic track, the respondents had different perception of their level of readiness.
As shown in Table 6 , a significant correlation existed between the respondents' level of aspiration and their level of readiness in pursuing college degree. The computed probability value of 0.000 was smaller than the significance level of 0.01. This implies that if the respondents had higher level of aspirations, they also had higher level of readiness in pursuing college education. The result was similar to the study made by [27] . They found out that the skills and strategies related to college readiness predict aspirations for grade 12 students. 
Conclusion
Aspiration signifies a desire to achieve something. Every student wanted to achieve their goal for their future. To achieve that goal they must be ready for college education. Based on the results of the present investigation, it can be concluded that majority of the respondents were young adults, female, with an average monthly family income of 30,000 or less and under the academic track of STEM. The respondents had very high level of aspiration and high level of readiness in pursuing college degree. The respondents will do their very best and had strong desire to be successful to achieve their dream. The respondents had the perseverance and determination in pursuing college education. Moreover, the female respondents who belonged to HUMSS had higher level of aspiration than the male respondents and those who belonged to HUMSS had higher level of readiness than those who belonged to aforesaid academic track. Further, the respondents' aspiration was a strong predictor of their readiness in pursuing college degree.
Future Directions
To conceptualize the essence of the present investigation, the following recommendations are hereby endorsed: though the respondents had very high level of aspiration, parents and teacher should encourage the students to maintain their level of aspirations and should be reinforced by equipping them with the necessary knowledge and skills needed in college education. In addition, the senior high school students should built a strong academic foundation, strengthen their skills, develop critical thinking, establish effective time management and study habits, and learn how to communicate effectively through writing and speaking in order to be college ready. Further, considering the limitations of the present study, it is recommended that in the future studies data may be increased to get more accurate results. More variables like expectations and academic preparedness may also be studied.
